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Comorin to the Himalayas the prestige of the French
was raised to a greater height than any European power
had previously attained.
In October 1742 Sufdar Ali was murdered at Vellore
by his brother-in-law, Murtaza Ali, who at once pro-
claimed himself Nawab. The revolution so treacher-
ously effected was not generally accepted, and after a
short time Said Mahomed Khan, the youthful son of
Sufdar Ali, was proclaimed Nawab by the army. Before
the agitation produced by these events had subsided,
Asaf Jah, better known under his title of Nizam ul-Mulk,
paid his memorable visit to the Camatic. He had held
high office under Aurungzebe; and after his death had
played a leading part in the war which seated Mahomed
Shah upon the throne. His austerity of manner and
his open censure of the profligacy of the Court rendered
him obnoxious to the Padishah and his dissolute courtiers j
and a quarrel with the Vizier in 1723 led to his with-
drawal in anger to the Deccan. From that date, though
no overt act of rebellion could be charged against him,
Nizam ul-Mulk became practically independent, and one-
fourth of the mighty Empire of Aurungzebe passed for
ever from the throne of Delhi. When Dost Ali assumed
the office of Nawab, the Nizam had been too much
engaged in keeping a firm front towards Delhi, and in
intriguing at the Imperial Court, to pay much attention
to the affairs of the Carnatic. But having secured his
position by the appointment of his son, Ghazi-ud-din, as
captain-general of the Mogul army, he determined to
put an end to the disorder in the countries south of the
Kistixa, He reached Arcot with an army of eighty
thousand men in March 17433 and was astonished at